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Morning showers;
partly cloudy by 
afternoon. Page 12B

COWBOYS HOLD OFF GIANTS, 
28-20, HANDING NEW YORK ITS
THIRD LOSS IN 4 GAMES, PAGE 12A

Shooter targeted victims
The Walmart supervisor who killed six 
co-workers in Virginia seemed to target
people, said a witness who was present
when the shooting started. PAGE 6B

Church offers holiday dinner
Continuing a long tradition of food and
fellowship in Naugatuck, St. Michael's
Episcopal Church served a Thanksgiving
meal to 450 people Thursday. PAGE 3A

Turkey Day race in Goshen
Tyler Raymond of Terryville was the top
finisher as nearly 500 runners completed
the grueling Goshen Turkey Trot on
Thanksgiving Day. PAGE 5A

Colebrook votes to boost HVAC
Town residents voted to approve spending
$1.8 million toward improving the heating
and ventilation systems at Colebrook
Consolidated School. PAGE 3A
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Connecticut’s two children’s
hospitals, already dealing with
a deluge of respiratory syncy-
tial virus cases among young
kids, are bracing for flu cases
to swell as the colder weather
sets in and a surge in patients
tests capacity.

“We remain at full capaci-
ty, and we have been pretty
much at full capacity for the
last three months with rare
exceptions,” said Dr. Juan
Salazar, physician-in-chief at
Connecticut Children’s Med-
ical Center in Hartford. “The
emergency department has
been bursting at the seams,
and our critical care unit has
been almost always filled to
capacity.” 

“For the last six weeks, we
have been over capacity,
which means we’ve had an
average of 15 to 20 children
who require admission … but

Children’s
hospitals
swamped,
brace for
flu cases
Cold-weather
ailments, deluge
of RSV patients 
testing capacities

ANSONIA DOWNS 
NAUGATUCK, 18-10, 

TO CLAIM NVL 
CROWN, PAGE 12A

CHARGING 
TO TITLE

WATERTOWN 
TOPS TORRINGTON,

33-6, TO WIN ‘BATTLE
OF THE HELMET,’ 

PAGE 10A

WARRIORS 
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WINNING
SEASON
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WATERBURY — A
young Cherokee woman
stood on the South Lawn of
the White House in Decem-
ber 1923 and told the presi-
dent the “so-called Indian
problem” wasn’t something
for the “White Fathers” to
solve. 

Ruth Muskrat Bronson
said Native people should

determine for themselves
the transition from their
old ways to one of eco-
nomic independence
while preserving their
culture.  

Muskrat Bronson, who
would marry a “Connecti-
cut Yankee” from Water-
bury and was buried at

Riverside Cemetery here
when she died in 1982, also
argued before President
Calvin Coolidge that Native
Americans should be grant-
ed citizenship and the U.S.
could encourage and best
help native people by pro-
viding better access to edu-
cation.   

Muskrat Bronson was a
poet, educator and one of

STANDING UP FOR
NATIVE AMERICANS

Ruth Muskrat Bronson, a poet and educator with
Waterbury ties, is ‘one of the most important Native
American civil rights activists’ of the 20th century

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PHOTO

Ruth Muskrat, a Cherokee woman, presents President Calvin Coolidge in 1923 with a
copy of ‘The Red Man in the United States,’ a study of the social, economic and
religious life of Native Americans. Muskrat argued for Indian self determination, better
access to schools and citizenship for Native peoples.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Tom Turkey float leads
the way down Central Park
West in New York  during
the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade on Thursday.

Parade kicks off
holiday season

>> PIGSKIN VIDEO Visit thezone.rep-am.com to watch
video from the Ansonia-Naugatuck football game on Thursday.

>> HOME HOLIDAY COOKING Share your holiday
recipe with Republican-American photographer and home cook Steven
Valenti and win big prizes. Steven may also feature your dish on What’s
for Dinner. Visit rep-am.com/holiday-recipe-contest for information.

>>TELL YOUR FRIENDS Look for the “Share” button on
stories at rep-am.com to send them to friends via Facebook, Twitter and
other social media sites.

TODAY AT

REP-AM.COM

Throngs of spectators
lined the streets of New
York on Thursday as color-
ful, high-flying balloons
helped usher in the holiday
season during the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

An annual tradition that
dates back nearly a centu-
ry, the parade featured 16
giant balloons, 28 floats,
40 novelty and heritage
inflatables, 12 marching
bands, 10 performance
groups, 700 clowns and
one Santa Claus. 

— Associated Press

See HOSPITALS, Page 6A

BY MARTIN  BEGNAL
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Native American Her-
itage Day, celebrated on
the Friday after Thanks-
giving, was signed into
law by President George
W. Bush in 2008.

The law encourages all
Americans to celebrate
Native Americans with
programs and activities to
honor the culture, tradi-
tions and contributions
Native Americans have
made to our society.

And while the bill had
the support of many tribal

nations, not every Native
American supports the
day.   

Irene Norman, a
woman of Mohawk de-
scent, said she doesn’t like
where the day falls on the
calendar and would feel
more positive about it if it
fell in a different month. 

“People like me have to
fight a lot of stereotypes,”
Norman said. “There’s
this myth about Thanks-
giving. While there was
cooperation, this idea of
the helpful Indian and not

Celebrating Native American heritage

See MUSKRAT, Page 7A

See DAY, Page 7A

>>Read the text of Ruth
Muskrat Bronson’s speech to
President Coolidge, Page 7A

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PHOTO

Ruth Muskrat poses for a
photo with the book ‘The
Red Man in the United
States’ in 1923.

CROSBY EDGES
KENNEDY, 8-6, FOR
THIRD STRAIGHT
WIN, PAGE 9A

David  Cassetti Brady Gambee Michael  Scott
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The Committee of 100 on Indian Affairs and Ruth Muskrat met with President Calvin
Coolidge on Dec. 13, 1923, on the South Lawn of the White House.

REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Ruth Muskrat’s speech to
President Calvin Coolidge,
Dec. 13, 1923:

This volume of “The Red
Man in the United States”
is presented to the ‘Great
White Father’ in behalf of
the many Indian students of
America. It is a book which
bears the best we have to
offer-the story of our strug-
gles and our tragedies, of
our victories and our devel-
opments. 

The volume presents the
results of an exhaustive in-
vestigation made under the
auspices of what is now
known as the Institute of
Social and Religious Re-
search. It gives, for the first
time, a comprehensive ac-
count of the social, econom-
ic, and religious conditions
among my people as they
are today. 

It is the only study of its
kind that has ever been un-
dertaken, and it will per-
haps remain unique in this
respect since we may rea-
sonably hope that when the
time would ordinarily be
ripe for another such study,
what is known as ‘the Indi-
an problem’ will have
ceased to exist.

Back on the Cheyenne
reservation in Oklahoma
Indian women have worked
with loving and painstaking
care to make this gift wor-
thy for the ‘Great White Fa-
ther,’ weaving into this
beaded cover the symbolic
story of our race-the story
of the old type of Indian,
greeting with the hand of
friendship the founders of
this great nation, and the
story of the new Indian
emerging from his semi-
barbaric state, tilling the
soil, and building for citi-
zenship under the guidance
of school.

There have been so many
discussions of the so-called
Indian problem. May not
we, who are Indian stu-
dents of this generation,
who must face the burdens

of that problem, say what it
means to us? You know that
in the old days there were
mighty Indian leaders —
men of vision, of courage,
and of exalted ideals. Histo-
ry tells us of Chief
Powhatan, who met strange
people on the shores of his
country, and called them
brothers; Massasoit, who
offered friendship, and
shared his kingdom. Then
appeared another type of
leader, the war chief, fight-
ing to defend his home and
his people. 

The members of my race
will never forget the name
of King Phillip, of Chief
Joseph, of Tecumseh. To us
they will be revered as
great leaders who had the
courage to fight, ‘cam-
paigning for their honor,
martyrs to the soil of their
fathers.’ Again the order
changes, and we have other
leaders coming forth to find
new paths. Cornstalk, the
great orator; Red Jacket of
the Senecas; and Sequoyah
of the Cherokees. It was not
an accident that these lead-
ers were great. There was
some hidden energy, some
great driving inner ambi-
tions, some keen penetra-
tion of vision that urged
them on.

What made these older
leaders great still lives in
the hearts of the Indian
youths of today. The same
potential greatness lies
deep in the souls of the In-
dian students who today
must become the leaders of
the new era. Our old life
has gone. A new trail must
be found, for the old one is
not good to travel farther.
We are glad to have it so. 

But these younger lead-
ers who must guide their
people along new and un-
tried paths have perhaps a
harder task before them
than the fight for freedom
our older leaders made.
Ours must be the problem
of leading this vigorous and
by no means dying race of
people back to their right-

ful heritage of nobility and
greatness. Ours must be the
task of leading through
these difficult stages of
transition into economic in-
dependence, into a more
adequate expression of
their art and awakened
spiritual vigor. Ours is a vi-
sion as keen as penetrating
as any vision of old. 

We want to understand
and to accept the civiliza-
tion of the white man; we
want to become citizens of
the United States and to
share in the building of this
great nation that we love.
But we want also to pre-
serve the best that is in our
own civilization. We want
to make our own unique
contribution to the civiliza-
tions of the world —  to
bring our own gifts to the
alter of that great spiritual
and artistic unity which
such a nation as America
must have. This is the Indi-
an problem which we who
are Indians find ourselves
facing.

In order to solve it, we
must have schools; we must
have encouragement and
help from our White Broth-
ers. Already we have many
schools, but the number is
pitifully inadequate. And
already the beginnings to-
ward an intelligent and
sympathetic understanding
of our needs and our long-
ings have been made
through efforts as this book
represents. For reasons to-
day, as never before, the
trail ahead for the Indian
looks clear and bright with
promise. But it is yet many
long, weary miles until the
end.

It is out of gratitude for
the opportunities for educa-
tion and culture which have
been afforded us by the in-
terest of the white man, and
our love for this nation to
which we are eager to con-
tribute our best, that this
book is presented to our
‘Great White Father’ in be-
half of the Indian students
of America.”

Text of Muskrat’s 1923 speech

the most important Native
American rights activists of
the 20th century. 

“Ruth Muskrat Bronson
deserves a prominent place
among the influential and im-
portant Indian leaders of the
20th century,” Gretchen Har-
vey wrote in a biography in
“Notable American Women:
A Biographical Dictionary
Completing the Twentieth
Century.”

“She claimed a legal and
moral high ground from
which she asserted her right
to be both Cherokee and
American.”

Muskrat Bronson was born
in Indian Territory, now Ok-
lahoma, in 1897 to an Irish
American mother and Chero-
kee father, whose family had
been forced west from Geor-
gia along the Trail of Tears
during the Indian Removal,
according to her obituary in
the Wichita Falls Record
News. 

She was raised on a farm
and educated in Indian
schools, spent time at the
University of Oklahoma and
the University of Kansas and
during the summer months
worked for the YWCA organ-
izing recreation for Apache
girls in New Mexico, accord-
ing to the biography in “No-
table American Women.”

Her report on this work
earned her an invitation to
the World Christian Youth
Conference in Beijing in 1922
and it is believed she is the
first Native American to rep-
resent the U.S. in China. She
came back with the belief a
new generation of Native
American leaders needed to
be developed. 

In 1923, Muskrat Bronson
made this argument to Presi-
dent Coolidge when she was
part of the Committee of One
Hundred, a group of scholars,
activists and policy special-
ists who advised the govern-
ment on issues facing Native
Americans.

“There have been so many
discussions of the so-called
Indian problem,” Muskrat
Bronson said to Coolidge.
“May not we, who are Indian
students of this generation,
who must face the burdens of
that problem, say what it
means to us?”

And then she went on to tell
the president. 

“Ours must be the problem
of leading this vigorous and
by no means dying race of
people back to their rightful
heritage of nobility and great-
ness. Ours must be the task of
leading through these diffi-
cult stages of transition into
economic independence, into
a more adequate expression
of their art and awakened
spiritual vigor.”

She argued for citizenship

for all Native Americans,
which Coolidge would sign
into law the following year,
and for more adequate
schools. 

Ruth Muskrat was a stu-
dent at Mount Holyoke at the
time and was the first Native
American woman to graduate
from the school in Hadley,
Mass. While a student there
she wrote poetry, including
“Songs of the Spavinaw.” In
1944, she wrote “Indians Are
People, Too,” an educational
text for young people. 

Muskrat Bronson taught
for several years in Indian
schools and then spent over a
decade at the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs coordinating schol-
arships for Native American
students and was a leader in
the newly formed National
Congress of American Indi-
ans.

In 1928, Ruth Muskrat
married John Bronson, a me-
chanical engineer from Wa-
terbury. According to her bi-
ography in “Notable Ameri-
can Women,” Bronson main-
tained a lifelong support of
his wife’s Native American
activism. 

“My grandmother had a lot
of firsts,” said Elizabeth
Tidrick, who lives in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. “Not the
least was her marriage to
Grandpa John. He was a Con-
necticut Yankee, and she was
an Indian. That didn’t happen
very often.”

Tidrick said when a friend
of Muskrat Bronson’s, Verna
Nori of Laguna Pueblo, a
young mother, died unex-
pectedly in the late 1930s, her
grandfather said to his wife
as she was leaving to go West,
“don’t come back with that
baby.”

“And of course, she did,”
Tidrick said. The Bronson’s
adopted 21-month-old Do-
lores and lovingly raised her
in Washington. “The funny
thing is, is that my grandfa-
ther adored my mom. She
was the apple of his eye.”

Tidrick said her mother
had an amazing life. She de-
scribed her mother as “super

educated,” having gone to the
same prep school as Presi-
dent Obama’s daughter, “and
super elegant.” She said the
house in Washington was al-
ways full of intellectuals and
activists. 

“My mom was an example
of what my grandmother
wanted for all Native Ameri-
cans — to educate them and
pull them out of the poverty
of the reservation.”

Tidrick said through her
work with the BIA, her
grandmother helped so many
Native Americans go to col-
lege and graduate school, in-
cluding Lloyd Henri Kiva
New, a Cherokee who found-
ed the American Indian Art
Institute in Sante Fe. Kiva
New earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from
the School of Art Institute of
Chicago.

“He wanted to drop out of
school, but my grandmother
got on a plane and flew to
Chicago and wouldn’t let
him,” Tidrick said. “That’s
just my grandmother walking
her talk, so to speak.” 

But by the 1950s, she had
grown weary of Washington
and its politics, and moved
to Arizona to work at the
community level with
Apache people, a role she
would remain in for the rest
of her life. 

Tidrick and her siblings
would spend two or three
weeks at her grandparents in
Tuscon every summer. “She
was really strong, but she was
my grandmother ... she was
really kind.” 

John Bronson died in 1966
and his cremated remains
were buried at Riverside in a
Bronson family plot. Ruth
Muskrat Bronson died in
June 1982 at the age of 84 and
her remains were placed next
to her husband’s. 

“We’re incredibly proud
that she was our grandmoth-
er,” Tidrick said.

Assistant Managing Editor
Martin Begnal is the presi-
dent of Friends of Riverside
Cemetery. 

MUSKRAT: Married Waterbury man
Continued from Page One

realizing that many of the
earliest thanksgivings were
celebrating massacres.”

After the Mystic Mas-
sacre in 1637 when about
700 Pequots were killed, for
example, Massachusetts
Gov. John Winthrop wrote
in his journal that “there
was a day of thanksgiving
kept in all churches for the
victory.” 

Norman said the Thanks-
giving we know today was
created during the Civil

War by President Abraham
Lincoln and people often
lose sight of this context. 

Today, the Friday after
Thanksgiving, has become
known as Black Friday, a
day for Americans to begin
the Christmas shopping
season. 

“Consumerism is not a Na-
tive American virtue,” Nor-
man said. 

Norman, who is the muse-
um educator at the Native
American Institute in Wash-
ington, Conn., said her family
celebrates Indigenous Peo-

ples’ Day, on the second Mon-
day in October. 

And, she said, there is a
Mohawk tradition of giving
thanks that is central to their
culture and is practiced year-
round. 

“It translates to ‘the words
that are said before all else,”
Norman said. This thanksgiv-
ing prayer is said daily or be-
fore events and reflects a re-
lationship with the natural
world.

“Giving thanks is an impor-
tant part of our culture for
any event.”

DAY: Celebrated since law passed in 2008
Continued from Page One
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Ruth Muskrat Bronson’s simple flush marker in Riverside
Cemetery in Waterbury is missing the date of her death,
June 12, 1982.


